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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to study the theory of knowledge in Theravada Buddhist
philosophy and in Nyaya philosophy especially as to how they are the same or different

regarding the meaning and the examination of knowledge.

From the study and the research, it is found that the knowledge can arise with the help
from the factor which is the original cause of knowledge which arises from the search with the
procedure and the method of various kinds such as the search for knowledge with effort, the
practicing meditation or the refraining from the god. All the above mentioned processes are
the ways of searching for wisdom. The source of knowledge which can be brought to be
used as the information in considering for the fact must consist of the right method of searching
such as studying, quoting the scriptures or the texts, applying the logical reasons, and the
metaphysical anticipation of the fact. These principles show that in finding knowledge, one

has to investigate to know by oneself or self-perception from senses in order to decide whether it
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is the valid knowledge or not. A human being can access valid knowledge by realizing the
things by himself with the help of mindfulness and wisdom as a tool for considerating to
know clearly before. Knowledge is of two kinds namely:- the objective and subjective. Hence
the knowledge is a sign that makes intelligence perceive the object which is perceived by the
knower himself and the senses which both co-operate with the internal experience, and the
external senses; because the knowledge depends on the knowledge of the knower himself and
the thing to be known by himself. Then the truth will appear. The result of knowledge
must be without doubt and unclearness of pretension. Hence a man with knowledge is like the
light that makes the places bright, because it is able to make perception be with intelligence
about nature of the knowledge itself without doubt. Moreover, it is a tool to be clear or to

perceive. So the state of no doubt is called knowledge.

From the analytical study of the Theravdda Buddhist philosophy and Nyaya
philosophy, it in found that the Theravida Buddhist philosophy accepts that there are many
levels of knowledge which can be divided into two:- the knowledge of which is the conventional
truth to prove from sense object and the knowledge of the ultimate truth, which is the knowledge
of the truth beyond the ordinary sense. Meanwhile the Nyaya accepted the two types of
knowledge as well, that is Prama@ which means the valid knowledge which is the reasonable
knowledge according to true state and Aprama which means unreasonable knowledge without

clean state that is with something behind or mixed.

In Theravada Buddhist philosophyi.it is said that in finding the knowledge, one must be
possessed of the three kinds of knowledge which is learned from others, the knowledge
resulting from reflection and the knowledge resulting from metal development; the threefold
training that is the training in higher mentality, the training in higher wisdom and the training

from others and Noble eightfold Path.

The result arising from knowledge can cause one to be liberated from suffering.
These procedures have to depend on direct experience with 5 sense impressions and knowledge
beyond the sense — impression such as Nibbana and Nyaya philosophy which give the opinion

that the knowledge is neutral with co-operated senses and is valid of knowledge. The
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reason why we hold an object as a tool to prove the truth is that the object exists and maintains
by itself. The knowledge functions to show the known objects, and the knowers. It has to begin
with perception, inference, comparison and testimony, because it comes from capability object
and the human beings can know the things from sense contact. The valid knowledge is not
an error or fault. The thing appearing in front of us is only the truth of knowledge that is
being shown only to the knower. The Nydya sees that knowledge must come directly from
senses and logical reasons only. The knowledge must be natural and understandable without

error and doubt.
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